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A Comparison Analysis between Taiwan and the Netherlands of
Collaborative Governance Relation to Prevent Youth Drug Abuse

Abstract

Drug and drug-related problems have been deemed to the major threat to public health and
social security worldwide. Therefore most governments aim to prevent drug abuse by
allocating appropriate resources in this regard. Not only do the youth using illicit drugs do
harms to one’s mental and physical health during the period of growth but also destroy one’s
life permanently. We hope to focus on the trend of increasing younger drug abuser through
the comparison analysis between Taiwan and the Netherlands of collaborative governance
relation to prevent youth drug abuse. We have also consulted with various Dutch officers
about the drug prevention experience and make some suggestions for youth-based drug
prevention in Taiwan.

This article begins with survey of drug prevention policy between Taiwan and the Netherlands
on institutional and legal aspects among various systems, including judicial, medical and
educational system. Comparison of the collaborative policy and implementation between
the aforesaid countries regarding prevention of youth drug abuse is succeeded. With
reference to the institutional framework in the Netherlands, we realize that the view of public
sanitation is the core of drug prevention policy in the Netherlands. The “Ministry of Health,
Welfare, and Sport” and “The Ministry of Security and Justice” have been jointly presiding
over the drug prevention policy. Under the framework of authority, the national drug
prevention scheme is implemented with three levels. In order to investigate drug abuse and
assess drug prevention policy, a professional institute called “Trimbos Institution” has been
set up. The most important supporting factor to the framework is the empathy and trust
among the parties in the political network, and the bottom-up integrated solution with respect,
flexibility and adaptability. These integrated solutions are originated from civil parties
instead of government and quite different from the way of policy formation in Taiwan.

An excellent public policy should be a consensus reached among intricate opinions of the
society. That is why the public governance model derived from bureaucracy, new public
management into collaborative governance. A well-running collaborative governance model
is based on fine civil cultivation, sufficient dialogue among the parties concerned, and
carrying out Accountability. Some suggestions has been made in this article to promote
policies for Taiwan from what we have learned and surveyed. There are 3 suggestions listed
below.

(1) Establishing a special agency to manage and research for drug prevention.
(2) Emphasizing on drug prevention and monitoring under communities collaboration.
(3) Holding an open-minded manner to have soft strategies instead of strict blocking measures.

Public policies are always determined in connection with history and culture of the country.
Compared with our culture valuing “Guanxi”, the straightforward culture of the Netherlands
do make revolution easier. Perhaps culture is the major successful reason on the drug
prevention policy in the Netherlands. As the public governance model evolves from the
culture adhered to, it’s a profound issue for us to figure out suitable public governance model
in the light of our special culture.

Key Words: Drug Prevention, Collaborative Governance, Youth
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partnership) 3% & &4 > fe o prag 0 o B AR A3 jffc}"j—lifz i
4—%54 H ARG B o A pM A R R EF RS AR

A fE e Ak ¢ TS R A kB R TR enATR & o
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(collaboration ) B % erpLBEp jbrasd X > = 2 FTawypl@ > 50 o

A eI B s F W (Hierarchy) 2 3 H-ehg
S Pl e e A H B PHE B AL NE

) PR LR GRg br o LY
Py

A s AT E X EE R AL R A ;’Lui;@ﬂ?"\fﬁiﬁ’iﬁ r‘rl
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Public performance

Resilient government
systems

Citizen participation

Netwerk-governance

» Society

‘right to challenge’ © ‘stimulate’
° self-organization

(> Social entrepreneurship

Government +«

(O Active citizenship

v

Political choice
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From monitoring to organisation

The Trimbos Institute works by the Disease Management Model. This means
we play a role in all fields and in the complete care chain. From menitoring,
prevention, treatment and reintegration to guality and organisation of care,
We are also involved in several intermational activities and projects.

Monitoring

Prevention

Treatment
Continuity of care  peintegration

Quality and
organization
of care
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7k % & : Focus on Mental Health, Trimbos institute
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